
To Alberta Williams King 25 Mar 
‘958 

25 March 1958 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

King sends his mother a copy of a sermon he delivered at Dexter Avenue Baptist 
Church on 26 September 1954. 

Dear Mother: 

Enclosed is the talk entitled “CREATING THE ABUNDANT LIFE”.’ 
I believe you can find some of the things you want in it. Read the whole thing 

Please give the two enclosed air line receipts to dad. Tell him that the total is 

I am bogged down with the writing of the book which is taking every minute of 

through and feel free to use any of it. 

$1 23.04. 

my time. I hope Darlene is better.2 

Love, 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: BOX 29. 

1 .  Using as the text of the sermon John io: io, “I am come that they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly,” King wrote that reliance on religion makes life meaningful: “Man is 
a child of God, made for the stars, created for eternity, born for the everlasting, and so long as man 
lives out of harmonywith this. . . he will find life a frustrated and meaningless drama played over and 
over again with slight changes in costume and scenery.” 

P. King refers to his brother’s daughter, Esther Darlene King. 

From Martin Luther King, Sr. 

3 1  March 1958 

After visiting Detroit King, Sr. writes to his son, who had spoken in that city earlier in 
the month at Central Methodist Church. 

Dr. M. L. King, Jr. 
309 So. Jackson Street 
Montgomery Alabama 

Mu dear M. L.: 

I meant to have sent you this check before I left, but I went away and forgot it. 
I am enclosing a check to the amount of $54.96. The bill at AnthonY’s for A. D. 390 
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Was $68.08. I sustracted that from $123.04. As soon as you get the other bill 
foward it to me. I’ll send that check later. 

I heard many fine comments about you at Central in Detroit. They say you 
broke all records, and they are going to ask if you will return next year. I went 
down on Friday and heard Jesse Jai McNeil, he spoke at a Lenten service.’ He did 
a good job. 

Yours Daddy. 

TLc. EBCR. 

31 Mar 
1958 

Love to Coretta and the children. 

1. Jesse Jai McNeil was pastor of Tabernacle Baptist Church in Detroit. 

To George D. Kelsey 

31 March 1958 
Montgomery, Ala. 

King asks one of his Morehouse College mentors for comments on a chapterfiom his 
manuscript. Kelsey returned the draft with extensive notes on 4 April.’ 

Dr. George D. Kelsey 
Drew University 
Madison, New Jersey 

Dear Dr. Kelsey: 

Enclosed is a rough draft-a very rough draft-of a chapter which is to appear 
in a book that I am writing on the Montgomery Bus struggle. This happens to be 
one of the chapters dealing with the theoretical phase of the Movement-the 
philosophy of non-violence. I would deeply appreciate your critical comments on 
this chapter. As you know, I have a great deal of respect for you as a scholar and 
Iwould not like to have this chapter go outwithoutyour critical suggestions. I know 
of your extremely busy schedule and I feel somewhat guilty in even making the 
request, but I can assure you that it would be of immeasurable assistance to me. 

I am mainly concerned with your critical comments on my intellectual pilgrim- 
age to non-violence which begins on pace 163 and the theoretical meaning of 
the philosophy of non-violence which begins on page 177. There are, naturally, 
several grammatical and stylistic corrections which I will have to make, but I am 

I. See Kelsey to King, 4 April 1958, pp. 394-395 in this volume. 391 
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